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REMARKS 



Applicants appreciate the thorough examination of the present application that 
is reflected in the Office Action. Applicants also appreciate the decision in the Office 
Action that Claims 9-13, 26-30, and 38 would be allowable if written in independent 
form including all of the recitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. To 
place the application in condition for allowance, Applicants have canceled Claim 1 ; 
amended 9 to independent form including all recitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims; amended Claims 2, 4-8, 14, and 15 to depend from Claim 9; 
canceled Claim 18; amended Claim 26 to independent form including all recitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims; amended Claims 21-25, 31, and 32 to 
depend from Claim 26; canceled Claims 35 and 37; amended Claim 38 to independent 
form including all recitations of the base claim and any intervening claims; and 
amended Claim 36 to depend from Claim 38. 

Accordingly, Applicants submit that all of the pending claims are now in 
condition for allowance. 

If, in the opinion of the Examiner, a telephonic conference would expedite the 
examination of this matter, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at 
(919) 854-1400. 



USPTO Customer No. 20792 

Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec, P.A. 
P.O. Box 37428 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27627 
Telephone: 919/854-1400 
Facsimile: 919/854-1401 



Respectfully submitted, 



David K. Purks ^ 
Registration No. 40,133 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail 
in an envelope addressed to: MS AMENDMENT, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450, on March 13, 2006. 




